The scenic ECR, a regular track for cycling enthusiasts, was
aflutter on Sunday morning with Chief Minister M K Stalin, in full
cycling gear, whizzing past other cyclists and local people. Videos
and pictures went viral on social media
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After worker’s
death, cops
book case
against firm
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@Bengaluru

POLICE on Sunday registered
a case of negligence against
Party.com, a firm which organises parties, after one worker
died and another was injured,
when a helium cylinder exploded in an apartment premises in
Ashok Nagar on Saturday
evening.
The company did not provide
any safety gear to the workers,
it is alleged.
The deceased was identified
as Dinesh M, a resident of Parappana Agrahara, who had
come to decorate the apartment
with balloons, for a birthday
celebration. One of the residents had organised a surprise
birthday bash.
“A senior police officer said
the incident occurred around
7.45pm in an apartment on
Langford Road, and one of the
residents had “a plan to celebrate her male friend’s birthday.
She had ordered balloons on
Party.com, and Dinesh and his
assistant Mahadev came to decorate 200 balloons. The birthday
boy, who was in a hotel, did not
turn up due to the mishap.”
He had kept the cylinder on
his scooter Dinesh was filling
the balloons near the entrance
and while filling them with helium. When it exploded, Dinesh
sustained severe injuries and
died on the spot, while Mahadev
suffered minor injuries and was
rushed to a nearby hospital for
first aid. The duo was not following scientific methods to fill
the balloons, police said.
Investigations are on and
action will be initiated soon.
The body was handed over to
the family on Sunday after the
postmortem, and a notice will
be issued to the company on
Monday, the police officer
added.
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STALIN TO BSY: SCRAP
MEKEDATU PROJECT

CRIME PATROL

7 armed men attack
petrol bunk staffer

Rejects K’taka stand that it won’t affect TN farmers

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Chennai

TAMIL Nadu Chief Minister
MK Stalin on Sunday wrote to
his Karnataka counterpart BS
Yediyurappa, urging him not
to pursue the Mekedatu dam
project. A day earlier, Yediyurappa had written to Stalin,
seeking a bilateral meeting between the States to address apprehensions over the reservoircum-drinking water project.
In his letter, Stalin recalled
the Cauvery tribunal’s verdict that the three components of the annual quantum
of water to be delivered by
Karnataka at the inter-State
contact point have been clearly identified. The proposed
Mekedatu project would impound and divert the first

component of uncontrolled
flow due to Tamil Nadu, i.e.
the flow of the river Cauvery
from the uncontrolled catchment of Kabini sub-basin
downstream of Kabini reservoir, the catchment of the
main stream of the Cauvery
below Krishnarajasahara,
uncontrolled flow from Simsha, Arkavathy and Suvernavathy sub-basins, and various
other small streams.
Uncontrolled water flow is

one of the three components
contributing to the annual
quantum of water to be delivered by Karnataka to Tamil
Nadu, and this has been identified in the Cauvery tribunal
order as modified by the Supreme Court, he added.
Stalin also rejected Karnataka’s stand that the Mekedatu dam project would not
affect the interests of farmers in Tamil Nadu.
On Yediyurappa referring
to two hydropower projects in
Tamil Nadu, Stalin said they
cannot be compared to the
Mekedatu project, which is
intended to store 67.16 TMC
of water. The two hydropower
projects don’t consume water,
as the available water is recirculated to meet the peak
power demand, he said.

It will benefit both states: K’taka leaders
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Bengaluru

RESPONDING to Karnataka
Chief Minister B S Yediyurappa’s letter, Tamil Nadu
Chief Minister M K Stalin on
Sunday urged him not to pursue the Mekedatu
project.
Former Water Resources Minister Basavaraj Bommai reacted
to Stalin’s letter, saying,
“Tamil Nadu has been
contesting our water
claims on irrigation
projects concerning the Cauvery, and this time, the new
government is blowing up a
small issue for political consideration. After the constitution
of the Cauvery Management

Board, it has become difficult
for them. Mekedatu will be
beneficial to both Karnataka
and Tamil Nadu. Their share
of water will be released and
there will be no issue as only
excess water will be utilised.
Tamil Nadu has raised objections to the project from
the beginning. We are in
the right and will continue our legal fight.”
He said that Tamil
Nadu has to cooperate
because Mekedatu is a
drinking water project,
and will help Karnataka release water to Tamil
Nadu when there is less water flow in the Cauvery.
KPCC President and former
Water Resources Minister DK
Shivakumar told TNIE,

“There is a Supreme Court
judgment that water has to be
released to Tamil Nadu as it is
its rightful due. The state government needs political will
to go ahead with Mekedatu,
and start the tender process.
We have a BJP government
here and at the Centre.
Officials from the CMO and
water resources department
are expected to take up the issue with CM Yediyurappa on
Monday.
Opposition Leader Siddaramaiah said he has spoken to
experts and will brief the media on Monday.
Former Chief Minister H D
Kumaraswamy is expected to
meet Chief Minister B S Yediyurappa on Monday, and is expected to discuss this issue too.

INDIA SETS RECORD

The scientific crew from the Chennai-based National Institute of Ocean Technology
created history this April by conducting the world’s deepest underwater locomotion
trials — at a depth of 5,270 m — of an indigenously-developed seabed crawlerbased mining machine in the Central Indian Ocean Basin | SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

MAN KILLS WIFE, SPINS
EPILEPSY TALE, HELD
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Bengaluru

A 25-year-old man, who had allegedly murdered his wife and
then cooked up a story that she
had died of epilepsy, has been
arrested by the Mico Layout police. Ajit, a resident of NS Palya
in BTM Layout II Stage and a
bar bander by profession, has
been accused of killing his wife,
Sania (20). They were in love
with each other and had got
married about two years ago.
Police said that on the night
of June 28, the couple was consuming alcohol together, and
there was an argument between them, as Ajit suspected

her fidelity as she was going
out frequently. Ajit allegedly
kicked her and hit her with a
piece of plywood on her head,
back, and legs.
“The next morning, he admitted her to a hospital and informed her family that she had
collapsed in the house due to an
epileptic attack. She succumbed to the injuries at
around 9.30 pm, and doctors reported the matter to the police
as she had injuries on her body.
A post-mortem was conducted
and doctors opined that Sania
had died of injuries. Her husband was eventually picked up
for questioning and he confessed,” the police added.

Bengaluru: A gang of seven
armed bike-borne men
attacked an employee of a
petrol bunk and escaped with
Rs 43,000 cash at Coles Park
on Friday night. The incident
was caught on CCTV camera
and the Bharathi Nagar police
have launched a manhunt for
the miscreants. A senior
police officer said that the
gang came to the petrol bunk
on Wheelers Road at 4.30 am
and attacked S Pramod (22),
who was managing the
station, while his two
colleagues were resting in the
cabin. They snatched the cash
and fled when Promod
shouted for help and his
colleagues rushed in. ENS

3 held , cops crack 8
chain-snatching cases
Bengaluru: Koramangala
police arrested three men over
charges of chain snatching,
and have thereby solved eight
cases, recovering valuables
worth over Rs 12 lakh.
Muniyappa alias Mahesh (27),
Chandu MN alias John (21),
and Jaikumar alias JE (28), all
three residents of Hoskote in
Bengaluru Rural district, have
been arrested. Police said eight
cases were detected with their
arrest. Muniyappa is allegedly
involved in more than 12 chainsnatching incidents and has
served six years’
imprisonment, while Chandu
is accused in a case booked
under the POCSO Act. ENS

NavIC will aid in disaster management

C O N T I N U E D F R O M PA G E 1

NAVIC can be of crucial help in
vehicle tracking, fleet management and disaster management,
besides being a navigational aid
for hikers and travellers. The
operational range of NavIC is
the entire country and around
1,500 km beyond the borders. It

can be further extended with
more satellites added to the constellation, ISRO said.
NavIC’s services are divided
for two sets of users: The standard positioning service for civilian use, and restricted service which is encrypted for
authorised users which includes the Defence services.

“NavIC enhances the accuracy
and availability of signals in
the hilly terrain as well as urban canyon. The NavIC-enabled
handheld devices can harness
this benefit,” ISRO said. ISRO
has urged Garmin to make
NavIC an integral part of all
their upcoming satellite navigation-based devices in India.

